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John O'Neil Is Named New Wastewater Administrator
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John P. O’Neil, who has directed operations and maintenance for Johnson County Wastewater (JCW) for 17 years, has been named the new administrator of the department, serving more than 380,000 customers in Johnson County.

He succeeds Douglas L. Smith, Overland Park, who retired January 1, 2006, after heading the county department for 25 years. 

O’Neil will assume his new duties on Monday, February 13.

The selection of the new wastewater administrator was announced Friday, February 3, by Assistant County Manager Bernice Duletski.

“John O’Neil has long served as a vital part of Johnson County Wastewater. He has proven himself a value asset to the department through his leadership, knowledge, professionalism, hard work in wastewater operations,” Duletski said. “The county will continue to benefit from his incredible value as a well-respected wastewater professional, a team player, a team leader, and a dedicated county employee. He’s a good fit to fill big shoes.”

O’Neil has served as director of operations and maintenance for the department since 1989. In that role, he directed 162 employees responsible for operating seven treatment plants and a collection system with 34 pump stations and more than 2,000 miles of wastewater lines that process more than 22 billion gallons of sewage annually. The department, with a total of 221 employees, currently serves about 90,000 properties and 1,027 sewer districts in Johnson County.

“I am very excited about the challenges and opportunities for community service this position offers. Johnson County Wastewater is recognized as one of the best wastewater utilities in the nation and I look forward to working with the excellent staff at JCW to continue that tradition,” O’Neil said.

The process to select a new JCW helmsman began in September 2005 when Smith announced his intention to retire at the end of the year. The county conducted a nationwide search for the position. O’Neil and four other finalists were interviewed before the final recommendation was made and approved by County Manager Michael B. Press.

O’Neil received bachelor’s degrees from the University of Kansas (education) and Kansas State University (environmental engineering technology), and master’s degrees from KU (environmental health science) and KSU (education). He also has completed post-graduate coursework at Georgia Institute of Technology toward a Doctor of Philosophy degree in sanitary engineering.

Prior to joining JCW, he worked as an environmental engineer for the city of Athens, Georgia, for five years and as a research engineer for the city of Atlanta for three years. He also taught high school classes in German and biology and coached freshman basketball at Dighton, Kansas, for four years.

His professional memberships include the Kansas Water Environmental Association, American Water Works Association, American Public Works Association, and Water Environmental Federation.

O’Neil and Cathleen, his wife of 26 years, are the parents of a daughter, Caitlin, a senior at Blue Valley High School. The family lives in Overland Park.
