NEWS – FEBRUARY 2007

County funds major expansion of wastewater treatment facility.

Johnson County Wastewater has received the go-ahead to add a nutrient removal system and to expand the treatment capacity of the Douglas L. Smith Middle Basin Treatment Plant in Overland Park. The Johnson County Board of Commissioners, following a public hearing, authorized $34.8 million in construction funds for the project, increasing the total project account to $37,540,000.

In a separate related item, the Board awarded a $30.2 million contract with BRB Construction, Inc. to construct the expansion and nutrient removal project at the treatment plant that was originally built in 1982 near College Boulevard and U.S. 69 Highway. BRB Construction was the lowest of three bidders for the construction phase of the project. The other bids were slightly more than $32.5 million and almost $33.1 million.

The construction project will increase the Douglas L. Smith Middle Basin Treatment Plant’s capacity to 14 million gallons per day (mgd) in order to meet increased demands for service from residential and commercial growth in central Johnson County.

The work will add a fourth treatment train to the plant complex which currently uses its existing three treatment trains at all times to handle wastewater flows that are at or above its current capacity. The county also will improve the lagoon system at the facility to allow for more reliable storage of excess wastewater flows.

The improvements to the treatment plant operations also will allow Johnson County Wastewater to comply with new wastewater treatment goals set by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) for the removal of the nutrients nitrogen and phosphorous. The state department has given the county until the end of 2008 to improve the plant.

The project to expand the plant’s capacity and improve its nutrient removal system has been under way for more than a year, with design work approved by the Board in January of 2006. Completion of the construction phase is targeted for 2010.

The project is the third major set of improvements, upgrades, and expansions to three major wastewater treatment facilities since 2004 at a total cost of more than $92.5 million when all the work is completed in three years.

Last year, Johnson County Wastewater completed a two-year expansion and improvements to the Mill Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant, 20001 West 47th Street, Shawnee.

The project, totaling more than $17.7 million, increased the plant’s overall treatment capacity from 9 million gallons per day to 18.75 million gallons per day and constructed an effluent diffuser to improve the quality of treated water being discharged

into the Kansas River to protect aquatic life in the river. It was the first effluent diffuser installed in Kansas.

The Mill Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant, which opened in 1995, serves portions of the cities of Shawnee, Lenexa, and Olathe.

The county also is nearing the end of a $37.3 million expansion of the Blue River Main Treatment Plant in Overland Park. The project was started two years ago to triple the daily capacity of the facility, built in 1982, near 151st Street and Kenneth Road.

The project will increase the Blue River plant’s future capacity from 3 mgd to a recommended 10.5 mgd to accommodate rapid growth in the Blue Valley area of Johnson County which includes southern Leawood and Overland Park along with southeast Olathe.

Completion of the Blue River plant project is scheduled in April.

